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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Paragraph 4 under the subheading "FIELD OF THE INVENTION" is objected to 
under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it potentially introduces new matter into the disclosure 
throughout the course of prosecution. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment shall 
introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. If claim 1 were to be amended 
during the prosecution, then new material which is not supported by the original 
disclosure would necessarily be incorporated into the specification because of the 
reference to Claim 1 in this paragraph. 

Applicant is required to incorporate the language of Claim 1 into the "FIELD OF 
INVENTION" section. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bergholz (US Patent 4,479,621 A). Bergholz discloses a cargo deck (See Fig. 2), 
comprising: a plurality of flat floor elements (13), a plurality of functional units (35), a 
plurality of profile elements (33), such that the flat floor elements and profile elements 
form deck sections (See Figs. 3 and 4). 
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3. In regard to claims 2-5 , Bergholz discloses, a plurality of deck sections (1 2) 
which are decoupled from each other (See Fig. 8), intermediate elements (19, 20) for 
transmitting longitudinal forces to ribs (22) which connect to the aircraft skin (16). 

4. In regard to claims 6-1 0 Bergholz discloses transverse beams (42) and modules 
(See Fig. 12a), the end sections of the transverse beams (42) transmitting forces to the 
aircraft skin by way of two intermediate elements (47, 30) at end corners of the deck 
sections (12). 

5. In regard to claim 1 1 , Bergholz discloses supporting feet (15) for attaching to ribs 
(22). 

6. In regard to claims 12-15, Bergholz discloses attaching the deck sections to 
longitudinal beams (24) for transmitting longitudinal forces for the side edges (33) of 
deck sections (12); the longitudinal beams being attached to the aircraft ribs (22); the 
deck sections being attached within the aircraft via rapid-closure elements (Column 6, 
Lines 47-51). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian M. O'Hara whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5224. The examiner can normally be reached on compressed 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael R. Mansen can be reached on (571)272-6608. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael R Mansen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3644 

IB. M. O.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3644 



